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SUBJECT t Estimate  of  northern  Korean  Military  Strength 


1.  Ground  Forces. 

lor  thorn  Korean  Peoples  Amy  ground  forces,  at  full  T/0 
strength,  would  total  an  estimated  74*000  men,  consisting  of 
7 Infantry  Divisions  (approximately  10,000  men  each)  and  an 
armored  Bridged®  of  approximately  4,000  men.  The  estimated 
total  of  100  Soviet-made  tanka  (T~34/76  and  T-34/&5)  in  the 
armored  unit  at  the  beginning  of  hostilities,  has  apparently 
been  augmented  by  100  to  200  additional  tanks  from  stockpiles 
In  northeastern  Korea  or  the  USSR.  Each  Division  has  eighteen 
122  mm  howl t sera,  thirty  % am  gunsAo withers,  fifty-four  45  be 
MX  guns,  eighteen  120  mm  mortars,  and  eighty-one  92  am  mortars. 
Battle  reports  indicate  that  155  am  howitzers  are  in  ubb,  although 
mot  as  organio  division  equipment.  The  Northern  Korean  Border 
Constabulary  totals  an  estimated  28,000  men,  23,000  of  which  are 
organised  and  equipped  on  tactieal  lines  in  the  1st,  3rd,  and  7th 
Brigades  and  may  be  added  to  the  People’s  Array  strength  to  give 
am  over-all  ground  force  total  of  97,000  men. 

Baa  People’s  Army  and  Border  Constabulary  contain  at  least 
20,000  Korean-Hanohurian  veterans  who  have  served  .1th  the  Chinese 
Communists.  Many  of  the  higher  ranking  ground  force  officers  are 
Koreans  who  lived  in  the  USSR  before  World  War  II  and  served  as 
oensdssioned  and  noa-comissioned  officers  in  the  Soviet  Army  during 
that  mar. 


All  identified  People’s  Army  units  and  the  1st  Border  Constab- 
ulary Brigade  are  now  in  the  oonbat  zone.  Total  combat  casualties 
to  data  are  estimated  at  8-9*000.  The  3rd  and  7th  Constabulary 
Brigades  are  in  reserve,  and  there  are  no  other  unit- trained  reserves 
in  Northern  Korea.  A strategic  reserve  of  some  70,000  Kbrean- 
Manchurlan  veterans  is  believed  available  in  Manchuria,  however. 
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and  other  replaoeaents  and  service  troops  could  he  obtained  Iron 
the  sstiaated  900,000  physioally-flt  males  of  ailitary  age  In 
lor  them  Korea,  as  veil  as  from  the  large  number  of  Southern. 

Koreans  now  under  Coonmrdst  oontrol. 

2.  Air  r?E8g- 

The  People's  krsty  Air  Force  is  estimated  to  total  1,600-1,700 
officers  and  men,  organised  as  a reinforced  air  division.  The 
divisions's  114  aircraft  are  conventional  Soviet  World  War  n types, 
including  IKK  7B  or  9s,  U-5 s or  7s,  and  H*-10a.  Bone  of  these 
are  jet  aircraft,  the  najorlty  of  Borthem  Korean  pilots  have 
had  Soviet  training  and  experience  in  World  War  II. 

3.  Barr. 

SHQ  of  the  People's  Km$  is  located  at  Pyongyang,  and  battalion 
Headquarters  are  looatod  at  Wonsan  and  Chongjln  on  the  east  eoaat 
and  Chinaampo  on  the  vest  coast. 

Haval  personnel  total  5,495  men,  of  uhich  some  700  ere  attached 
to  ships,  with  the  remainder  at  shore  installations.  The  People's 
levy  has  earn  50  vessels,  including  torpedo  boats,  subchasers  and 
alnesveepara,  grouped  in  five  divisions,  four  of  which  are  baaed  at 
Wonsan;  the  fifth  is  based  at  Chiunanpo.  There  are  no  submarines 
in  the  People's  Havy. 

4*  PlggagttLiTallflUg  t ss,  Sugwrt 

Althou^x  there  are  no  regular  Chinese  Cognanist  ground  forces 
in  MuMhnrla*  military  district  troops  in  the  area  total  approximately 
565,000,  including  165,000  sanHatlonallsts  vho  were  absorbed  after 
the  fall  of  ttonhnrla.  All  these  troops  are  fairly  veil  equipped 
and  probably  trained  under  close  Soviet  supervision.  The  nearest 
regular  Chinese  Coemuniat  ground  forces  readily  available  for 
Manchurian  oervioe  are  the  210,000  troops  under  Hleh  Jung-chon  in 
the  Borth  China  area.  The  Chinese  Comunists  are  not  able  at  this 
time  to  offer  either  air  or  naval  assistance  to  the  ?forthem  Koreans. 
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Bern  7-600.000  Chinese  Gocraunist  troops  aro  estimated  to  be 
deployed  in  the  &*t-Caatrel  Chins  sros  (sooth  of  the  Tangtae  River 
sad  east  of  tbs  Canton  amhov  relluay)  sad  available  for  an  assault 
on  ftdWb  Of  these  troops,  approximately  half  arc  distributed  along 
the  ossst  Area  the  Hiai^l  tomlng  sector  south  to  tha  Poocbov^Arcy 
ssotar  under  Chan  XI,  The  other  half  of  the  7-300,000  Is  currently 
located  in  the  gwisrsl  Canton-8s*pang  area,  under  Lin  Wao.  Although 
thasa  traeps  are  lightly  eqpippea^y  rJestom  standards,  they  are 
Nfflan,  oosbet  veterans  stlL-treteed,  and  veil-led.  These  units 
are  tactically  organised  Into  amiss  sad  are  believed  to  possess 
raqnifl&te  light  sad  wttw  artillery  as  veil  as  some  tank  and  altered 
err  wits.  Soviet  assistance  to  Chinese  Cocaanlat  rronnd  forces, 
although  reported  in  rush  categories  as  amor  and  artillery,  remains 
taoonflrned  at  present. 

+•  U*. 

The  Chinese  Caarwrrlsts  currently  possess  an  air  force 
naabariag  at  least  100  eoobat  air  craft.  This  force  is  receiving 
Soviet  tesha&cal  asclstanoe  and  la  capable  of  limited  support  of 
opscattoae  against  Taiwan  naval  farces.  Any  appreciable  increase 
la  tha  asaher  of  oas&at  aircraft  possessed  by  the  Chinese  Ccomnists 
uodl  Indicate  direct  Sacrist  aasietanoe  in  terns  of  air  oreva.  Soviet 
•volaasteers"  sight  be  technically  legal  under  the  provisions  of  the 
nine  Soviet  Antoni  Aid  Pact;  there  are  approximately  25  Soviet  jet 
aircraft  presently  located  la  the  9hanghai«^Mddng"Hsachou  sector. 

o.  navy. 

The  Chinees  Cow let  naval  escort  and  support  craft  total 
3 Vs.  Ho  Soviet  naval  support  or  escort  craft  are  known  to  be 
nearer  than  the  hart  Artbur-taireo  area. 


d.  Water-Lift. 

70-75  landing  craft  of  various  types,  as  well  as  ncrehantnen, 
trawlers,  and  tugs,  are  in  Chinese  Canonist  hands.  These  relatively 
nadam  power  craft  are  capable  of  an  initial  water-lift  of  6^0,000 
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oeabat  troops.  During  the  post  year,  however,  the  Chinese  Conaaniata 
have  been  building  and  collecting  eea-going  and  motor  junks  along 
the  Seat  China  ooaat  front  Shanghai  to  Suatow  and  the  number  of  tfieae 
junks,  bargee,  and  other  touable  craft  total  2,000,  sufficient  to 
water-lift  another  120,000  troops. 
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